ORDINARY MEETING OF EASINGTON VILLAGE PARISH COUNCIL
HELD AT 1800 Hrs ON MONDAY 09" SEPTEMBER 2024

Present:

Staff:

In Attendance:

EVPC 24/25/058

EVPC 24/25/059

EVPC 24/25/060

Clir W Day (Chair)
Clir A Lumsden

Clir S Gibbins

Clir R Parker

Clir A Dent

Clir N Fenwick

Clir J Lee (Vice Chair)
Clir A Morton

Mr P Moore (Clerk to Council)
Mrs H Hall (Deputy Clerk)

Clir A Surtees DCC

Apologies for Absence

Clir A Childs

RESOLVED: that the information given be NOTED and accepted.
Declarations of Interest by members on items on the Agenda
None

Public Participation

Resident - A

Council heard representation and concerns from a resident on the open
drug dealing taking place in the vicinity of the Kings Mews facility owned
and operated by MySpace housing. This had been the subject of a recent
meeting with MySpace housing representatives, Durham Police, EVPC and
CLP staff. EVPC will write to MySpace housing and Durham Police to
convey the resident concerns. It was emphasised that the 999 system
should be used to report in progress illegal activity.

Resident — B

Council heard representation from a resident regarding speeding on
Sunderland Road and his concerns for children who have to cross that road
on the way to and from school. His concerns had been represented to
DCC by Grahame Morris MP and a letter had been received back which did
not directly address the concerns of the resident, and appeared to be a
series of platitudes by an unconcerned DCC official with no understanding
of the true situation. EVPC had also written to DCC several months ago on
similar matters requesting that DCC Highways visit the village to see for
themselves the problem, and to date no reply has been received. EVPC
agreed to write to DCC following representation from the resident.
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EVPC 24/25/061 Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on Monday 08 July 2024
— to consider for approval.

RESOLVED: That the minutes be confirmed as an approved and correct
record, and as such were signed by the Chair of that meeting.

EVPC 24/25/062 Minutes of the Cemetery & Grounds Sub Committee Meeting held on
Wednesday 17 July 2024 — to consider for approval.

RESOLVED: That the minutes be confirmed as an approved and correct
record, and as such were signed by the Chair of that meeting.

EVPC 24/25/063 Minutes of the Events Management Sub Committee held on Thursday
25 July 2024 — to consider for approval.

RESOLVED: That the minutes be confirmed as an approved and correct
record, and as such were signed by the Chair of that meeting.

EVPC/24/25/064 To receive an application for co-option from Ms Alice Morton, a
resident of Easington Village. To consider for approval.

Council received a verbal statement from Alice Morton giving details of how
she hoped he would be able to serve the community of Easington Village
by serving as a Parish Councillor.

Following a vote, it was RESOLVED that:
i) The information received be NOTED.
ii) Alice Morton be co-opted to Council. (Alice Morton then signed

her Acceptance of Post Declaration and took her seat at the
Council table)

EVPC/24/25/065 Police Report
Crime statistics and Anti-social behaviour incidents from 9* July to 10*" August 2024.

Burglary -0
Theft and Handling — 2

11/7/24 —- Theft from Easington Village Convenience store — 1 x suspect on going enquiry.
19/7/24 — Theft from Village store — 1 x named suspect ongoing enquiry.

Criminal Damage -0
Anti-social behaviour -1

24/7/24 - Rosemary Lane — Youth Nuisance.
12/7/24, 17/7/24, 21/7/24 reports of off-road bikes in the village area

Suspicious Activity - 1

8/8/2024 - Incident reported possible break in at primary school, not as reported
everything in order, workmen left an outside door open during renovations at the school.
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EVPC/24/25/066

EVPC/24/25/067

Vehicle Crime -0

Crime statistics and Anti-social behaviour incidents from 11th August to 7th September
2024,

Burglary—-0
Theft and Handling -0

Criminal Damage — 4

o 29/08/2024 4 x incidents of criminal damage reported into Police, whereby an
unknown person has spray painted offensive graffiti at a number of locations across
Easington Village. This is still an ongoing investigation by Easington NPT.

Anti-social behaviour — 4

0 16/08/2024 Victoria Mews — Report of off-road bike. Area search no trace.
) 14/08/2024 Stockton Road — Report of off-road bike. Area search no trace.
) 17/08/2024 Victoria Mews - Report of off-road bike. Area search no trace.

26/08/2024 Victoria Mews - Report of off-road bike. Area search no trace.

Vehicle Crime — 0

RESOLVED: That the information received in the Police Report be noted.
Report from Durham County Councilior

Clir Surtees made the following report:

Delivery of traffic calming schemes, Stockton Road line marking scheme,
Loaning Burn/Mill Terrace road narrowing scheme and the yellow hatch
square at the wonky crossroads - committed for installation from
Councillors Neighbourhood budgets but still chasing up for start dates.

No definitive answer on installation of CCTV at Green Seat, been advised
twice it was being installed - will chase up.

B1432 Easington Village to Hawthorn/Cold Hesleden Road - Speeding and
reduction of speed limit also the hedges and sight lines exiting new Charles
Church development at old dog track - will chase up maintenance of
hedges and verges and instigate another request to lower speed limit on
the that road.

Other matters discussed in general were reporting issues to 'Do it Online',
the importance of community intelligence and reporting crimes into the 101
or 999 system, Kings Mews, ASB, planning matters and traffic concerns
and housing infrastructure.

RESOLVED: that the information received be NOTED.

Member Reports — Attendance at Meetings and Events on Behalf of
The Parish Council

The Clerk attended the CDALC Smaller Councils Forum on Friday 18 July.
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EVPC/24/25/068

Clir Lumsden attended the Area Action Partnership meeting on behalf of
Council

RESOLVED: that the information received be NOTED.
Financial Matters
A. Monthly Report — July 2024 (Attached)

(i) Bank Balances at 31/07/24
RESOLVED that the Bank Balances be APPROVED

(ii) Income and Expenditure report to 31/07/24
RESOLVED that the income and expenditure report be APPROVED

(iii) Bank Transfers to 31/07/24
RESOLVED that the Bank Transfers be APPROVED

(iv) Invoices for endorsement of payment
RESOLVED that the Invoices for payment be APPROVED

(v) Income Received
RESOLVED that the income report be APPROVED

(vi) Bank Reconciliation at 31/07/24
RESOLVED that the bank reconciliation report be APPROVED

B. Monthly Report — August 2024 (Attached)

(vii)  Bank Balances at 31/08/24
RESOLVED that the Bank Balances be APPROVED

(vii)  Income and Expenditure report to 31/08/24
RESOLVED that the income and expenditure report be APPROVED

(ix) Bank Transfers to 31/08/24
RESOLVED that the Bank Transfers be APPROVED

(x) Invoices for endorsement of payment
RESOLVED that the Invoices for payment be APPROVED

(xi) Income Received
RESOLVED that the income report be APPROVED

(xii)  Bank Reconciliation at 31/08/24
RESOLVED that the bank reconciliation report be APPROVED

C. Bank and cash reconciliation — The Clerk requested that a

Councillor volunteer to complete a physical check of cash and bank
reconciliations for the month of July and August.
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EVPC/24/25/069

EVPC/24/25/070

EVPC/24/25/071

EVPC/24/25/072

EVPC/24/25/073

EVPC/24/25/074

RESOLVED that Councillor Fenwick would complete checks by the
end of the week.

D. External Audit Notice of Completion 2024 — The Clerk stated that
the Notice of Completion 2024 had been received and has been
posted as required.

RESOLVED that the information as given be NOTED.
Planning Applications

a. Planning Applications — Planning Weekly Lists July / August 2024.

b. Planning Refusals — None to report

c. Planning Applications Withdrawn — None to report

d. Planning Appeals / Objections — None to report

e. Other Planning Matters — Restriction of waiting / unloading zones
Easington Village.

RESOLVED: that the information as given be NOTED.

Extension of Consulitation Deadline to 20 September for Local
Network Boundaries Consultation — to consider Council comment or
response.

RESOLVED: that the information as given be NOTED without comment.

Kings Mews / MySpace Housing and Resident Concerns — to consider a
Council response.

This item was brought forward and discussed at the start of the meeting
with the resident present.

RESOLVED: that the Clerk would write on behalf of Council to Durham
Police and MySpace Housing.

EVPC Draft Training and Development Policy — to consider for approval.
RESOLVED: that the policy as presented be ACCEPTED.

EVPC Draft Volunteer Policy — to consider for approval.

RESOLVED: that the policy as presented be ACCEPTED.

Clerk CPD - to attend SLCC Annual Conference — to consider for
approval.

RESOLVED: that the attendance of the Clerk at the SLCC Annual
Conference be APPROVED.
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EVPC/24/25/075 Request to hold a Christmas Market at Seaton Holme to consider for
approval.

RESOLVED: that the request by a resident to hold a Christmas Market in
Seaton Holme was APPROVED.

EVPC/24/25/076 Verbal Report from the Clerk on matters not covered elsewhere.

Council Issues. Full Council for first time in a while.

Some Councillors ‘without portfolio’ — need volunteers to fill sub-
committees. Council Elections are scheduled for May 2025.

If any Councillor wants to declaration of sensitive interests.
Form available.

Budget 2025-26
Preparing draft now. Propose to have meeting of Budget & Precept Sub
Committee in near future. Date TBC.

Ongoing Legal Matter. On instruction of the Court & due to mediation
failing, an offer was made to other party for them to make payments over
24 or 36 months. The other party has to accept or deny the offer in writing
to EVPC and the Court by Thursday 12 September. Court hearing is
scheduled for Fri 13 September 2024.

.Gov.UK Email — please let me know if you cannot access your .gov.uk
email

There is no going back to using personal email addresses.
Check your .gov email regularly.

It was RESOLVED: that the information as received be NOTED.
EVPC/24/25/077 Date and Time of Next Meeting

The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled for Monday

14" October 2024 in the Milburn Room, Seaton Holme.

RESOLVED: that the information given be NOTED

EVPC/24/25/078 Exclusion of the Press and Public — In accordance with Section 2 of the
Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

None notified.
The meeting closed at 1930 Hrs
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CERTIFIED TRUE RECORD

Distribution / Publication:
All Easington Village Parish Councillors

EVPC Website
Councillor A Surtees DCC
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