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ORDINARY MEETING OF EASINGTON VILLAGE PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD AT 1830 Hrs ON MONDAY 14th APRIL 2025 
 
Present: Cllr W Day (Chair) 

Cllr J Lee (Vice Chair) 
Cllr A Lumsden 
Cllr S Gibbins 
Cllr A Dent 
 

Staff: Mr P Moore (Clerk to Council) 
 

In Attendance: One member of the public 
 

EVPC 24/25/171 
 

Apologies for Absence  
 
Cllr A Morton 
Cllr N Fenwick 
Cllr R Parker 
Cllr A Childs 
Mrs H Hall (Deputy Clerk) 
 
RESOLVED: that the information given be NOTED and accepted. 
 

EVPC 24/25/172 Declarations of Interest by members on items on the Agenda 
  
Cllr Lee – Item 12 
Cllr Dent – Item 12 
 

EVPC 24/25/173 Public Participation 
 
One member of the public gave Council an update on an incident of severe 
littering reported to DCC (Case No: 699114639) and asked that the Parish 
Council follow this up.  The MoP then went on to give details of an increase 
in children aged up to around 12-15 years old loitering around the garages 
at Craig Terrace / rear of Thorpe Road in groups of up to 20-25 causing 
noise, littering and damage to garages by climbing on the roofs.  
Photographic evidence is available and this will be passed to the 
neighbourhood police team in due course with a request for increased 
patrols in the area. 
 
RESOLVED: That the DCC will be followed up and the ASB matter reported 
to police. 
 
The MoP remained for the remainder of the meeting. 
 

EVPC 24/25/174 Minutes of the Events Management Meeting held on Monday 10 March 
2025 – to consider for approval. 
 
RESOLVED: That the minutes be confirmed as an approved and correct 
record, and as such were signed by the Chair of that meeting. 
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EVPC 24/25/175 Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on Monday 10 March 
2025 – to consider for approval. 
 
RESOLVED: That the minutes be confirmed as an approved and correct 
record, and as such were signed by the Chair of that meeting. 
 

EVPC/24/25/176 
 

Minutes of the Cemetery and Grounds Meeting held on Friday 21 March 
2025 – to consider for approval. 
 
RESOLVED: That the minutes be confirmed as an approved and correct 
record, and as such were signed by the Chair of that meeting. 
 

EVPC/24/25/177 
 

Police Report 
 
None received due to operational reasons. 
 
The next Cuppa with a Copper will be held at Seaton Holme, Easington 
Village on Thursday 08th May between 2pm and 3pm. All welcome. 
 
RESOLVED: That the information received is noted and accepted. 
 

EVPC/24/25/178 
 

Report from Durham County Councillors 
 
None received. 
 
RESOLVED: That the information received be noted and accepted. 
 

EVPC/24/25/179 Member Reports – Attendance at Meetings and Events on Behalf of 
The Parish Council 
 
Cllr Lumsden had attended the East Durham Local Area Network meeting 
(LAN) on behalf of council and gave a brief resume of key points. 
 
RESOLVED: that the information received be noted and accepted. 
 

EVPC/24/25/180 
 

Financial Matters  
 

A. Monthly Report – March 2025 (Attached) 
 

(i) Bank Balance Report at 31/03/25 
The Clerk pointed out that the receipt of the first of the 205-26 
precept payments from DCC had been received at the end of 
March as well as the office 4 & 5 lease payment from the 
Parliamentary budget holder so these will be shown in the 2024-
25 accounts and not in the 2025-26 accounts. 
Also, the transfer £20k from PSDF reserves to the current / 
savings account in order to cover the expected wages for 
February and March, would be replaced in April. The necessary 
paperwork would be prepared for signature. 
   

           RESOLVED that the Bank Balance Report be APPROVED 
 

(ii) Income and Expenditure Report to 31/03/25 



 

1706 

 

           RESOLVED that the Income and Expenditure report be APPROVED 
 

(iii)  Bank Transfer Report to 31/03/25 
           RESOLVED that the Bank Transfer Report be APPROVED 
 

(iv)  Invoices for Endorsement of Payment Report to 31/03/25 
           RESOLVED that the Invoices for Endorsement of Payment Report 

be APPROVED 
 

(v)  Income Received Report to 31/03/25 
           RESOLVED that the Income Received Report be APPROVED 
 

B. Bank and Cash reconciliation – The Clerk requested that a 
Councillor volunteer to complete a physical check of cash and bank  
reconciliations for the month of March 2025 during the week of 14-17 
April 2025. 
 
RESOLVED that Cllr Dent would complete the necessary checks by 
the end of the week. 

 
 

C. Appointment of Internal Auditor – Mr Gordon Fletcher 
 

Extract from Model Financial Regulations 2025-26 

The internal auditor shall be appointed by the council and shall carry out 

their work to evaluate the effectiveness of the council’s risk management, 

control and governance processes in accordance with proper practices 

specified in the Practitioners’ Guide. 

The council shall ensure that the internal auditor: 

• is competent and independent of the financial operations of the 

council; 

• reports to council in writing, or in person, on a regular basis with a 

minimum of one written report during each financial year; 

• can demonstrate competence, objectivity and independence, free 

from any actual or perceived conflicts of interest, including those 

arising from family relationships; and 

• has no involvement in the management or control of the council. 

RESOLVED: that Mr Gordon Fletcher meets the specified criteria 
above and is therefore appointed as the internal auditor for the end of 
year accounts 2024-25. 
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EVPC/24/25/181 
 

Planning Applications  
 

a. Planning Applications 
Weekly List 13 April – DM/25/00660/FPA 
Rectory Farm, Easington Village – Change of use from agricultural to equestrian 
facility. 

 

RESOLVED: No objection or comment. 
 

b. Planning Refusals 
DM/23/02009/FPA – Land west of moor House farm. 
Change of use of land to allow for siting of camping pods and touring caravans and 
erection of shower / toilet block. 
 

RESOLVED: No objection or comment. 
 

c. Planning Applications Withdrawn – None to report 
 

d. Planning Appeals / Objections – None to report 
 

e. Other Planning Matters 
 

(1) DCC Modification Order 2025 (Extinguish Public Footpath No5, Little Thorpe, 
Easington Village) 

 
(2) Planning Consultation – Erection of ground floor rear extension, Rectory Farm, 

Easington Village.  
 

RESOLVED: No objection or comment. 
 

EVPC/24/25/182 Request to keep a pig on Sunderland road allotments (Brought forward 
from Cemetery & Grounds Meeting on 21 March 2025) 
 
Cllr Dent gave details of how as a registered pig-keeper she has kept two 
Kune-Kune pigs on an allotment in Easington Colliery for the past six years.  
Unfortunately, one recently had to be put down following a medical issue, 
leaving one remaining female pig which is a pet and not for slaughter or 
breeding. Cllr Dent now has an allotment at Sunderland Road and wishes to 
move the animal to that allotment, making the necessary preparations for 
fencing, safety etc. 
 
At this point in the meeting Cllr Lee and Cllr Dent – both having declared an 
interest as allotment holders left the room while the item was discussed. 
 
The Clerk read Para 14 (Animals & Livestock) of the EVPC Allotment 
Management Plan (Approved: 11 Sep 2023) which states that keeping a pig 
was allowed but each case must be considered individually by Council, 
hence having this item brought to Council from the Cemetery & Grounds 
Committee. 
 
Council then discussed the options, noting that the animal is a pet and not 
kept for commercial gain and that permission may be revoked at anytime 
should the animal not be kept in a suitable manner.  As this was the first 
time a request to keep a pig had been received it was agreed that the 
request should be approved with the caveat that it would be for a 
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probationary period of six months where the situation would be formally 
reviewed.    
 
Cllr Lee and Dent were invited back into the meeting and informed of the 
decision.   
 
RESOLVED: that Cllr Dent be allowed to keep one pig at Sunderland road 
allotments and that the terms and conditions of the permission be reviewed 
in September 2025. 
 
 

EVPC/24/25/183 Heritage at Risk Capital Funding 
 
The £15 million Heritage at Risk Capital Fund opened Wednesday 2 April for 
Expressions of Interest from individuals or organisations working in deprived 
areas to rescue their locally cherished, at-risk historic sites and buildings. 
  
This funding was announced in February as part of the government’s Arts 
Everywhere Fund and will support projects to repair and enhance heritage 
buildings to benefit the local public and community. This fund is in addition to 
Historic England's current Heritage at Risk Repair Grants and will be open to 
a wider range of local heritage sites, celebrating the historic buildings people 
care most about.  
  
Full guidance, including criteria and details of how to apply, can be found 
here on Historic England’s website: Heritage at Risk Capital Fund | Historic 
England 
 
RESOLVED: that the Clerk investigate if there are any options available for 
EVPC Seaton Holme. 
 

EVPC/24/25/184 Verbal Report from the Clerk on matters not covered elsewhere. 
 
 
Year End Internal Audit - booked for Thu 24 April.  Gordon Fletcher is the auditor. 
 
EVPC Annual Insurance Premium (received today 14 April) for 2025-26 is £7063.43 an 
increase of £441.16 over previous year. 
 
Councillors - Tue 06 May – new councillors officially take post. All councillors will be 
required to sign declaration of acceptance and Register of Interests at the next Council 
meeting on 12th May 2025. 
 
Certificate in Local Council Administration (CiLCA) Course – The Clerk has 
successfully passed this course on time.  At the annual Meeting of Council in May, 
Council may wish to consider if it wishes to exercise the General Power of Competence 
and / or apply for the Local Council Award Scheme. 
 
Office Closure – The office will be closed on Friday 18th and Monday 21st April for the 
Easter weekend. 
 

It was RESOLVED: that the information as received be NOTED. 
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EVPC/24/25/185 
 

Date and Time of Next Meeting 
 
Annual Assembly of Electors – Monday 12th May at 1800 hrs 
 
Annual Meeting of Council – Monday 12th May at 1815 hrs 
 
Ordinary Meeting of Council – Monday 12th May at 1830 hrs 
 
All meetings will take place in the Milburn Room, Seaton Holme.  
 
RESOLVED: that the information given be NOTED. 
 

EVPC/24/25/186 
 

Exclusion of the Press and Public – In accordance with Section 2 of the 
Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. 
 

None received. 
 

 The meeting closed at 1845 Hrs 
 

 
 
 
 

CERTIFIED TRUE RECORD 
 

Chairman ………………………………………. 
 

Date ……………………………………………. 
 
 
 
 
 
Distribution / Publication: 
 
All Easington Village Parish Councillors 
EVPC Website 
Councillor A Surtees DCC 
 
 
 
 


