MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF EASINGTON VILLAGE PARISH
COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 12™ MAY 2025

Present;

Staff:

Apologies:

In
Attendance:

EVPC
25/26/001

EVPC
25/26/002

EVPC
25/26/003

EVPC
25/26/004

EVPC
25/26/005

Clir W Day (Chair)
Clir J Lee, ClIr A Lumsden, Clir S Gibbins, J Ramshaw, Clir A Morton

Mr P Moore (Clerk to Council)
Mrs H Hall (Deputy Clerk to Council)

Clir N Fenwick

Ms A Dent, Ms R Godfrey, Clir H Brown DCC

TO ELECT A CHAIR

A nomination was received from ClIr Lee and seconded by Clir
Lumsden for Councillor W Day to be elected to the Chair of Council.
This was unanimously accepted.

RESOLVED: that Councillor Day be elected to the post of Chair of
Easington Village Parish Council.

TO RECEIVE THE CHAIR DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF
OFFICE

Councillor Day signed the declaration of acceptance of office and
took the Chair.

RESOLVED: that the declaration of acceptance of office be
ACCEPTED.

TO ELECT A VICE CHAIR

A nomination was received from Clir Morton and seconded by Clir
Ramshaw for Councillor J Lee to be elected to Vice-Chair of Council.
This was unanimously accepted.

RESOLVED: that Councillor Lee be ELECTED Vice-Chair for the
forthcoming year.

TO APPOINT PERSONS TO BE COUNCILLORS (CO-OPTION)

In accordance with LGA 1972 s16A(1) two nominations for co-option
to Council were received from Ms A Dent and Ms R Godfrey who
both fulfil the requirements to be Parish Councillors. Both were
unanimously accepted.

RESOLVED: that Ms A Dent and Ms R Godfrey be co-opted to
Council.

TO RECEIVE THE REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE PARISH
COUNCIL FOR THE CIVIC YEAR 2024/25

1602 Ugléb




EVPC
25/26/006

EVPC
25/26/007

EVPC
25/26/008

"

During the past year the Council has continued to improve systems and
procedures and to introduce more efficient working practices, in particular
the joint caretaking arrangements, which has enabled more flexible working
to accommodate various events and bookings. The Council has continued
to press the County Highways Section for road improvements in and
around the village, with little progress being made, despite meetings with all
interested parties. Disappointingly, yet another large housing development
was approved by the County Council, only by the Planning Committee
Chairman’s casting vote. | have no doubt that the Parish Council will
continue to oppose any further such applications.

The Council has continued to stage new events, such as the Summer fair
and a revived Scarecrow Competition. However, for me the event which
sticks in my mind was the Armistice Ceremony on November 11", a first for
the village, an event which was very well attended, and which will now be
held each year. Seaton Holme continues to attract bookings, in particular
its popularity for ghost hunts, which brings in welcome income for the
Council.

Financially the Council is on a firm foundation, despite the challenges of
inflation and national policies. The Council will continue to carefully monitor
spending and look for economies wherever it can.

I would like to thank Councillors Ritchie Parker and Arlene Childs for their
service to Council, following their decisions not to stand for re-election.

Congratulations are in order to Paul for his success in becoming a fully
qualified Local Council Clerk, and | would like to thank all our staff for their
work and support this year.

CliIr Bill Day
Chairman of the Council

RESOLVED: that the report of the Chairman be RECEIVED.

TO REVIEW EVPC STANDING ORDERS 2025-26

Standing Orders 2025-26 are based on the latest NALC Model
Standing Orders issued April 2025.

RESOLVED: that the EVPC Standing Orders 2025-26 be
APPROVED and ADOPTED.

TO REVIEW EVPC FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 2025-26

Financial Regulations 2025-26 are based on the latest NALC Model
Financial Regulations issued March 2025.

RESOLVED: that the EVPC Financial Regulations 2025-26 be
APPROVED and :ADOPTED.

TO REVIEW THE EVPC CORPORATE RISK ASSESMENT 2025-
26
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EVPC
25/26/009

EVPC
25/26/010

The EVPC Corporate Risk Assessment was reviewed in May 2025.

RESOLVED: that the EVPC Corporate Risk Assessment 2025-26 be
APPROVED and ADOPTED.

TO APPOINT COUNCILLORS TO PARISH COUNCIL
COMMITTEES

a. Cemetery & Grounds Committee (5 members)
Clir Lee
Clir Dent
Clir Morton
Clir Ramshaw
Clir Lumsden
b. Events Management Committee (3 members)
Clir Gibbins
Clir Godfrey
Clir Morton
c. Staffing Committee (3 members)
Clir Gibbins
Clir Ramshaw
ClIr Godfrey
d. Appeals Committee (3 members)
Clir Morton
Clir Lumsden
Cilr Lee
e. Budget & Precept Committee (3 members)
Clir Day
Clir Lee
Clir Dent

RESOLVED: that the above named Councillors sit on the named
Committees this Council year.

TO APPOINT COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE
BODIES

a) East Durham Local Area Network
(2 members plus the Clerk)

Cllir Lumsden
Clir Ramshaw

b) County Durham Association of Local Councils - Small and
Medium Council’s Forum (2 Members plus the Clerk)

Clir Day
Clir Fenwick (tbc)

¢) East Durham Association of Parish and Town Councils
(2 members plus the Clerk)

ClIr Lumsden
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EVPC
24/25/011

EVPC
24/25/012

EVPC
24/25/013

1 x post vacant

RESOLVED: that the above named Councillors be the Parish
Council’'s representative to named outside bodies.

TO CONSIDER PAYMENT OF ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

Members gave consideration to the payment of the annual
subscriptions which had been previously circulated:

a. County Durham Association of Local Councils (CDALC)
b. Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC)

c. National Association of Local Councils (NALC)

d. Institute of Cemetery & Crematoria Management (ICCM)

RESOLVED: that the payment of annual subscriptions to the above
named organisations be authorised.

TO APPOINT BANK AUTHORISATION SIGNATORIES

RESOLVED: that the following Councillors be appointed as
nominated cheque and authorising signatories.

Clir Lee
Clir Day
Clir Ramshaw (new addition)

TO APPOINT KEYHOLDERS

a) Seaton Holme

RESOLVED: that the following persons be appointed as
keyholders to Seaton Holme:

P Moore (Clerk)

H Hall (Deputy Clerk)

M Robson (Caretaker)

D Hutler (Caretaker)

Steadfast Security

b) Cemetery

RESOLVED: that the following persons be appointed as
keyholders to the cemetery office and grounds:

Mr Hunter (Cemetery Supervisor)

Mr Robson (Groundsman)

Mr Richardson (Groundsman)
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EVPC MEETING DATES FOR 2025/26
24/25/014

Members gave consideration to meeting dates for 2025-26 which
had been previously circulated.

RESOLVED that the meeting dates be APPROVED and that the next
Annual Meeting of Council be held on Monday 11 May 2026 at 1800
Hrs.

CERTIFIED TRUE RECORD
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