MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CEMETERY AND GROUNDS
SUB COMMITTEE HELD ON Friday 23" May 2025 at 1100hrs

Present:

Staff:

In Attendance:

C&G
25/26/065

c&G
25/26/066

C&G
25/26/067

C&G
25/26/068

Clir J Lee

Cllr A Lumsden
Clir R Godfrey
Clir J Ramshaw
Cllr A Morton
Clir N Fenwick

Mrs H Hall (Deputy Clerk) )
Mr W Hunter (Cemeteries Superintendent)

Two members of the public

To elect a Chair of the Committee for Council Year 2025-26

Nomination: Clir Lee

Proposed by: Clir Morton
Seconded by: Clir Ramshaw, Clir Lumsden, Clir Godfrey

Action: NOTED. The nomination was accepted by Clir Lee who
took the Chair.

Apologies for Absence

Clir A Dent
Mr P Moore (Clerk to Council)

Action: Apologies were NOTED.
Declaration of Interest on Items on the Agenda - To note

any declarations in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 and the
Council’s Code of Conduct.

Clir Lee (Allotment holder)
Clir Morton (Allotment holder) - both NOTED

Public Participation

Two members of the public attended the meeting to discuss a
proposal to introduce a communal seating area within the
Sunderland Road Allotment site. Item positively received by
Councillors with ideas for the seating area discussed and the
possibility of the port-a-cabin to come into use should the proposal
be approved.

It is RESOLVED that: the matter be brought to the next Ordinary
Council Meeting on Monday 9% June to discuss funding options and

consider full council approval.
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Update on Matters Outstanding from Minutes of the

Cemeteries & Grounds Meeting held on Friday 21 March
2025

The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 21 March 2025
were approved at 12 May 2025 annual meeting of Council.

Play Inspection Reports

Play Inspection Report received and circulated.

It was ACCEPTED: that the Play Equipment Inspection report be
accepted.

Allotments Report from Deputy Clerk

Waiting lists - there are currently no residents on the waiting
list, non-resident waiting will be considered for future available
allotments.

Rubbish removal - Removal of allotment rubbish and clearing of
vacant allotments took place on Monday 19 May. It is noted that
allotment holders are already disposing of rubbish in the area
around the port-a-cabin. It is agreed that allotment holders should
be more responsible for clearing.of their allotment waste. Signage
and notice to be displayed to advise allotment holders.

Allotment Inspections - Inspections took place on Thursday 22
May noting seven allotments were not up to standard. First stage
letters sent to allotment holders.

Vacant Allotments - one vacant allotment (12b) it is noted that
this allotment is not up to standard at present to offer to those on
the waiting list. Parish Council Staff will look at possible solution to
rectify.

Section 106 Monies - to consider applying for 106 funding for
road resurfacing in the allotments. It is RESOLVED that this item
be brought to the next meeting of full council as an agenda item.

It'was RESOLVED: that the Allotments Report be accepted.

Cemetery Supervisor Report

Cemetery Book Records - it was reported that there is a slight
concern with keeping books up to date in the cemetery.

Volunteer Working - update given on volunteer working within
the grounds team and supervision of volunteers.

Cemetery Building Roof Repair - concerns raised over the
stability of the Cemetery Building roof. There are issues with the
roof leaking in and tiles needing replacement.
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It was RESOLVED that: the Cemetery Supervisor report be
accepted and to bring the issues raised to the attention of the
Clerk upon his return and quotes to be sourced for roof repair.

Notice to quit Plot 6B (Sunderland Road Allotments)

Concerns raised with new tenant not attending allotment. Keys
have now been returned and allotment issued to new tenant -
22/05/2025 with positive work already taking place.

It was RESOLVED: that the matter has now been resolved.

Public Grave DLC/E/107 Reqguest to replace headstone

Currently a small vase is in place marking the plot and the family
wish to replace with a permanent headstone.

It was RESOLVED: Request is approved by Council and to inform
family of the outcome.

Proposal of measures for cost saving and increased
sustainability in grounds management (Clir Morton)

Clir Morton presented a proposal to Council to consider stainability
and cost saving measures in the planting and floral schemes within
grounds management. It was suggested that a map be produced
to locate floral planters and areas where floral arrangements are in
place within the village.

It is RESOLVED that: Council approve moving forward with the
proposal and an internal meeting with EVPC Staff, Grounds Staff
and Clir Morton would be beneficial to discuss the scheme going
forward. Clir Morton to arrange.

Report from the Clerk on any further Cemetery or Grounds
issues

Tree (Durham Lane) - a meeting was arranged with a
representative of DCC for Tuesday 20 May however, this was
cancelled momentarily by DCC. Meeting to be re-arranged.

East Durham College Supported Internship - The Supported
Intern began working within the grounds team in April 2025 with
positive feedback received from grounds staff. It is advised that
the Internship is no longer going ahead due to the Intern gaining
employment. Council thanked the intern and wished them well for
future endeavours.

Date and Time of Next Meeting

The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 23 July 2025 at

1100 Hrs in the Milburn Room.
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