ORDINARY MEETING OF EASINGTON VILLAGE PARISH COUNCIL
HELD AT 1800 Hrs ON MONDAY 08" September 2025

Present:

Staff:

In Attendance:

EVPC/25/26/166

EVPC 25/26/167

EVPC 25/26/168

EVPC 25/26/169

EVPC 25/26/170

EVPC 25/26/171

Clir W Day (Chair)
Clir J Lee (Vice Chair)
Clir J Ramshaw

Clir R Godfrey

Mr P Moore (Clerk to Council)
Mrs H Hall (Deputy Clerk)

Clir H Brown DCC
Clir L Penders DCC

Exclusion of Press and Public

The Council RESOLVED that in accordance with Section 2 of the Public
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public may be
excluded from the meeting for any item of business to be transacted by
reason of the confidential nature.

Apologies for Absence
Clir A Lumsden

Clir S Gibbins

Clir A Morton

Clir N Fenwick
Clir L Taylor DCC

RESOLVED: that the information given be NOTED and accepted.
Declarations of Interest by members on items on the Agenda.
None

Public Participation

None

Minutes of the Events Management Meeting of Easington Village
Parish Council held on Monday 14 July 2025

The Events Management meeting of 08 September 2025 was postponed
due to being inquorate, therefore these minutes would be held over for
approval until the next ordinary meeting of Council.

RESOLVED: that the information be noted.

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Easington Village Parish Council
held on Monday 14 July 2025

RESOLVED: That the minutes be confirmed as an approved and correct
record, and as such were signed by the Chair of that meeting.
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EVPC/25/26/172

EVPC/25/26/173

Durham Police Report (Easington PCSO’s)

The crime statistics and anti -social behaviour incidents from 13 of July
2025 to the 7t °f September 2025.

Burglary- 0

Theft and Handling — 1
21/07/2025 — Theft from Local store. Male suspect is now in Prison.

ASB -2

22/08/2025 — Seaside Lane - Youth ASB. Area search, no trace.
20/07/2025 — Rosemary Lane — Youth ASB. Area search, youths spoken
to.

Vehicle Crime -0

Criminal Damage — 1
04/08/2025 — ST Mary’s Church — Damage caused to roof.

The next PACT meeting will be held on Wednesday 10" of September
2025 at 6pm at The Parish Rooms, Crawlaw Road, Easington SR8 3LP.

The next Cuppa with a Copper at Seaton Holme will be held on Thursday
11" of September 2025 between 2pm and 3pm.

RESOLVED: That the information received is noted and accepted.
Report from Durham County Councillor

The Chair welcomed CliIr Louise Penders to the meeting and invited her
to make a report. Clir Penders spoke on the following:

BESS Site and Solar Farms: There will be a meeting of the newly
formed North East Action Group at Durham county Council offices,
Durham at 1600 hrs on Friday 12t September.

Research into Empty Homes and Empty Businesses: This was
ongoing and would be reported on in full at a later date. However, it had
been noted that it takes an inordinate length of time to bring absentee
landlords to account and that policy on this seems to vary across the
country.

Councillor Brown also spoke on the following:
Variances in Council tax rates for similar band properties across the

county.
Streamlining tasks and functions at DCC
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RESOLVED: That the information received be noted and accepted.

EVPC/25/26/174 Member Reports — Attendance at Meetings and Events on Behalf of
The Parish Council

None
EVPC/25/26/175(a) Financial Matters - Monthly Report — July 2025

Bank Balance Report at 31/07/25
RESOLVED: that the Bank Balance Report be APPROVED

Income and Expenditure Report to 31/07/25
RESOLVED: that the Income and Expenditure report be APPROVED

Bank Transfer Report to 31/07/25
RESOLVED: that the Bank Transfer Report be APPROVED

Invoices for Endorsement of Payment Report to 31/07/25
RESOLVED: that the Invoices for Endorsement of Payment Report
be APPROVED

Income Received Report to 31/07/25
RESOLVED: that the Income Received Report be APPROVED

EVPC/25/26/175(b) Financial Matters - Monthly Report — August 2025

Bank Balance Report at 31/08/25
RESOLVED: that the Bank Balance Report be APPROVED

Income and Expenditure Report to 31/08/25
RESOLVED: that the Income and Expenditure report be APPROVED

Bank Transfer Report to 31/08/25
RESOLVED: that the Bank Transfer Report be APPROVED

Invoices for Endorsement of Payment Report to 31/08/25
RESOLVED: that the Invoices for Endorsement of Payment Report
be APPROVED

Income Received Report to 31/08/25
RESOLVED: that the Income Received Report be APPROVED

EVPC/25/26/175(c) Bank and Cash reconciliation - The Clerk requested that a Councillor
volunteer to complete a physical check of cash and bank reconciliations
for the month of July and August during the week of 15-19 September
2025.

RESOLVED: that a Clir would complete the necessary checks by the end

of the week.
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EVPC/25/26/175(d) Local Government Services Pay Award 2025

The Local Government Services Pay Award for 2025 had been issued in
July with a recommendation that it be implemented without delay. This
was implemented for EVPC staff on the August payroll.

RESOLVED that the Local Government Services Pay Award for 2025 be
accepted.

EVPC/25/26/175(e) Annual Governance & Accountability Review 2024-25 (Notice of
Completion)

In accordance with Section 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014 and the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015, the audit
of accounts for Easington Village Parish Council for the year ended 315t
March 2025 have been concluded and the statement of accounts have
been published.

Minor scope for improvement in 2025/2026 (Mazar comment)

As part of its Annual Governance and Accountability Return submission
the Council is required to provide for audit explanations of variances
between the 2023/24 and 2024/25 fixed asset figures in Section 2. Such
explanations support the Council's own understanding of its financial
performance.

For 2024/25 the Council provided insufficient explanation of its variances
for fixed assets. Although explanations were subsequently obtained, in
future, the Council should provide an explanation for all fixed asset
variances as part of its AGAR submission.

As part of the review of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return
(AGAR), it was identified that some fixed asset values had been recorded
incorrectly. The Council were able to provide an explanation regarding the
cause of these discrepancies. While the issue is not material, we
encourage the Council to ensure that future submissions of the annual
return are both accurate and complete.

The Clerk stated that since submitting the AGAR for 2024/25 the Council
has transferred all assets from XLS spreadsheets (where the error
occurred) to the Rialtas Asset Management Package which forms one
part of the overall accounting software.

The Annual Governance Statement and Accountability Return for 2024/25
is available for inspection by any local government elector of the Council
on application to the Parish Clerk.

RESOLVED: that the Notice of Completion for the 2024/25 Annual
Governance and Accountability Review be accepted.
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EVPC/25/26/176 Planning Applications

Planning Applications — None to consider

Planning Refusals - None to consider

Planning Applications Withdrawn — None to consider

Planning Appeals / Objections — None to consider

Other Planning Matters — DM/24/03198/RM land west of Aireville,
Loaning Burn. Planning approved 06 August 2025.

PaaoTE

RESOLVED: That this information be NOTED.

EVPC/25/26/177 Easington Village Traffic & Speeding Issues

Clir Ramshaw spoke on his concerns regarding speeding and traffic in
and around Easington Village, and his frustration that Durham County
Council and Durham Police constantly refuse to acknowledge that there
actually is a problem, and state that it is the other who is responsible for
taking action.

RESOLVED: that Clir Ramshaw to bring a formal proposal to the next
Council meeting.

EVPC/25/26/178 Hazel Solar Farm and Battery Storage Development

Clir Ramshaw stated that most of what he intended to say had already
been discussed but he would keep abreast of the situation and report
back to Council on developments.

RESOLVED: that Clir Ramshaw to bring a formal proposal to the next
Council meeting.

EVPC/25/26/179 Verbal Report from the Clerk on matters not covered elsewhere.
Assistance to Haswell Parish Council — Clerk assistance to HPC is formally ended
as a new Clerk has been successfully recruited.

Seaton Holme Roof Survey — The roof of Seaton Holme is currently suffering from
‘roof fatigue’ which is not uncommon in traditional, older, grey slate roofs. A full
survey must be carried out to determine the scale of the issue and get an idea of the
cost of repairs.

Cemetery Workshop Roof Repair — this will be completed by the end of September.

East Durham College Intern — The visit will take place on Wednesday 10t
September to assess whether the internship will go ahead.

It was RESOLVED: that the information as received be NOTED.

EVPC/25/26/180 Date and Time of Next Meeting (s)

Cemetery & Grounds Committee — Wednesday 24 September at 1100
hrs.
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EVPC/25/26/181

EVPC/25/26/182

Ordinary Meeting of Council — Monday 13" October at 1800 hrs

All meetings will take place in the Milburn Room, Seaton Holme unless
otherwise stated.

RESOLVED: that the information given be NOTED.

Exclusion of the Press and Public — In accordance with Section 2 of
the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

Not required
There being no further business the meeting closed at 1925 Hrs.
Councillors are respectfully reminded that items for inclusion on the

agenda for the next ordinary meeting must be received by the Clerk in
writing no later than 1800 hrs on Monday 06 October 2025.

CERTIFIED TRUE RECORD

Distribution / Publication:

All Easington Village Parish Councillors

EVPC Website

Councillor H Brown DCC
Councillor L Taylor DCC
Councillor L Penders DCC
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