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ORDINARY MEETING OF EASINGTON VILLAGE PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD AT 1800 Hrs ON MONDAY 13th October 2025 
 
Present: Cllr W Day (Chair) 

Cllr J Lee (Vice Chair) 
Cllr J Ramshaw 
Cllr R Godfrey  
Cllr A Lumsden 
Cllr S Gibbins 
Cllr N Fenwick 
 
 

Staff: Mr P Moore (Clerk to Council) 
Mrs H Hall (Deputy Clerk) 
 

In Attendance: Cllr H Brown DCC 
Cllr L Penders DCC 
3 members of the public 
 

EVPC/25/26/183 Exclusion of Press and Public  
 
The Council RESOLVED that in accordance with Section 2 of the Public 
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public may be 
excluded from the meeting for any item of business to be transacted by 
reason of the confidential nature. 
 

EVPC 25/26/184 
 

Apologies for Absence  
 
None 
 
RESOLVED: that the information given be noted. 
 

EVPC 25/26/185 Declarations of Interest by members on items on the Agenda. 
 
Cllr Lee – Allotment holder.  
 

EVPC 25/26/186 Public Participation 
 
A member of the public outlined his concerns over the increasing number 
of vehicles that park on Hall Walk, or use St Mary’s Close to park or turn 
around.  This has caused damage to kerbs and driveways and injured a 
dog which required extensive veterinary care costing over £4000.  The 
main concern of residents is that notification was received by 
householders from DCC regarding proposed road marking in that area 
and other areas around the village, which if implemented, will only have 
the effect of moving the problem elsewhere, making the situation worse 
for residents of St Mary’s Close and allowing the authorities the power to 
penalise those who continue to park there.  Cllr Ramshaw pointed out 
that there had been no consultation with the Parish Council prior to the 
DCC letter being published and therefore EVPC had no chance to point 
out these obvious flaws in the DCC plan, nor discuss other traffic issues. 
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Another member of the public spoke of concerns over increased traffic in 
and near to the village due to the construction on Sunderland Road / 
Petwell Estate and the proposed new solar farm to the west of the A19.  
Some of this construction traffic has been observed on Hall Walks which 
has a weight limit of 7.5 ton and therefore these vehicles are over the limit 
for the road.  It has also been noted that some construction preparatory 
work has been taking place on a Sunday contrary to the published plan of 
works.  This has caused annoyance and distress to residents living 
adjacent to the site.   
 
Cllr Ramshaw expressed his dismay that DCC Highways and Durham 
Police continue to dismiss continued requests for a full review of speeding 
and traffic issues around the village, relying on the use of ‘snapshot’ 
statistics that do not give the full picture of the problem that residents 
witness on a daily basis.  Cllr Ramshaw has proposed forming a specific 
working group to look at this particular problem.  
(See item: EVPC/25/26/202) 
 

EVPC 25/26/187 
 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Easington Village Parish Council 
held on Monday 08 September 2025 
 
RESOLVED: That the minutes be confirmed as an approved and correct 
record, and as such were signed by the Chair of that meeting. 
 

EVPC 25/26/188 
 

Minutes of the Cemetery & Grounds Meeting of Easington Village 
Parish Council held on Monday 08 September 2025. 
 
There are no minutes from this meeting as it was not quorate for the 
second time in a row, causing many of the items that should have been 
discussed to be brought forward onto this Council meeting.  This has 
resulted in a very full agenda.  It was also noted that three of the five 
members of that committee were also allotment holders who in some 
cases would not be able to take part in decisions due to their declaration 
of interest resulting in the committee being non effective.  Cllr Day 
suggested that as he used to be on that Committee, he rejoins it to make 
the committee quorate and effective. 
 
It was also felt that the timing of the committee may be revised to hold it 
one or two weeks before a Council meeting during the daytime so that the 
cemetery supervisor could attend within his working hours. The Clerk 
would look at the options for this and contact the Chair of Cemetery & 
Grounds to discuss. 
 
RESOLVED: That Cllr Day join the Cemetery & Grounds Committee and 
the Clerk re-schedule future meetings. 
 

EVPC/25/26/189 
 

Durham Police Report (Easington PCSO’s) 
 
The crime statistics and anti -social behaviour incidents from 08th of 
September 2025 to 4th of October 2025. 
 
Burglary- 0 
Theft and Handling – 0 
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ASB – 1 
 
01/10/2025 – Fennel Grove – ASB off-road bikes along Sunderland Road 
and Seaside Lane. 
 
Vehicle Crime – 1 
 
08/09/2025 – Stockton Road – Vehicle criminal damage. 
 
Criminal Damage – 0 
 
The next PACT meeting will be held on Wednesday 19th of November 
2025 at 6pm at The Parish Rooms, Crawlaw Road, Easington SR8 3LP.  
 
The next Cuppa with a Copper at Seaton Holme will be held on Thursday 
06th of November 2025 between 2pm and 3pm. 
 
RESOLVED: That the information received is noted and accepted. 
 

EVPC/25/26/190 
 

Report from Durham County Councillor 
 
The Chair welcomed Cllr Louise Penders to the meeting and invited her 
to make a report.  Cllr Penders spoke on the following:  
 
Bench seats on Comet Drive (on the boundary between the village and 
colliery parish) were to be renewed as they were a popular place for folk 
to sit. 
 
Cllr Penders will support EVPC S106 bids. 
 
There is a proposal for a 16 bed HMO in Bede Street in Easington 
Colliery. (Planning Reference: DM/25/02003/FPA dated 12 Sep 25). Cllr 
Penders has requested that the application be heard at planning 
committee. This has been approved.  So far there have been over 500 
signatures against the HMO. 
 
There are an estimated 116 empty houses within the ‘A’ and ‘B’ streets 
and Wembley area in Easington Colliery. 
 
Cllr Howard Brown also made the following report: 
 
Member Service Requests.  

Between 1 May 2025 and 1 October 2025, 3,139 Cllr requests have been 

raised on the system. 1,640 of these are standard enquiries (missed bins, 

streetlights, pot-holes etc)  and there are currently 328 open standard 

enquiries. 1,499 are non-standard. (planning, care home, school and 

highways enquiries)  983 non-standard cases have been closed with a 

response provided. 515 cases remain open. Cllrs have received updates 

in respect of 66 cases that were asked for. There are 496 matters to be 

chased for a response.  
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The number of non-standard enquiries has almost doubled this year 

compared with last year. 

 

Cabinet 

County Durham Plan – looking at a full review – one aspect is to try and 

stop Solar Farms and Battery Storage. 

 

High Street Rental Auctions – Looking to agree with owners to either 

spruce up and use shops or sell them off. 

 

Empty Homes – looking into reducing the number of empty homes. 

 

Local Government Association Peer Review. 

10 officers from different authorities took a deep dive into the workings of 

DCC.  Initial reports are very good. 

 
RESOLVED: That the information received be noted and accepted. 
 

EVPC/25/26/191 Member Reports – Attendance at Meetings and Events on Behalf of 
The Parish Council 
 
Hawthorn Community Centre – presentation regarding solar farms 
attended by Cllrs Ramshaw, Day, Godfrey and Lumsden. 
 
Robin Todd Centre – presentation regarding solar farms attended by Cllr 
Ramshaw. 
 
 
 

EVPC/25/26/192(a) 
 

Financial Matters - Monthly Report – September 2025 
 
Bank Balance Report at 30/09/25 
RESOLVED: that the Bank Balance Report be APPROVED 
 
Income and Expenditure Report to 30/09/25 
RESOLVED: that the Income and Expenditure report be APPROVED 
 
Bank Transfer Report to 30/09/25 
RESOLVED: that the Bank Transfer Report be APPROVED 
 
Invoices for Endorsement of Payment Report to 30/09/25 
RESOLVED: that the Invoices for Endorsement of Payment Report 
be APPROVED 
 
Income Received Report to 30/09/25 
RESOLVED: that the Income Received Report be APPROVED 
 

EVPC/25/26/192(b) Bank and Cash reconciliation - The Clerk requested that a Councillor 
volunteer to complete a physical check of cash and bank reconciliations 
for the month of July and August during the week of 13-17 October 2025. 
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RESOLVED: that Cllr Fenwick would complete the necessary checks by 
the end of the week. 
 

EVPC/25/26/193 Planning Applications  
 

a. Planning Applications – Weekly List Sep / Oct 
b. Planning Refusals - None to consider 
c. Planning Applications Withdrawn – None to consider 
d. Planning Appeals / Objections – None to consider 
e. Other Planning Matters – None to consider 

   
RESOLVED: That this information be noted. 
 

EVPC/25/26/194 EVPC Policy Review – Draft Complaints Procedure 
 
RESOLVED: that the EVPC Complaints Procedure be approved and 
adopted. 
 

EVPC/25/26/195 Draft EVPC Staff Continuity Plan – Apprenticeships 2026 
 
This item was originally discussed by Council in March 2025 and deferred 
until September.  It was recognised that Council need to plan for future 
staffing but there are financial implications with regard to taking on an 
apprentice groundsman.  This would need to be factored into the 
forthcoming budget.  In addition, Council need to be assured that such a 
position is tenable, and that a candidate will get the right training through 
the apprenticeship scheme, as well as the correct kind of mentoring from 
the current grounds staff.   
Council agreed that in principle, taking on an apprentice in 2026 was the 
right way ahead, but need to more of the detail from East Durham 
College.  
 
RESOLVED: That the Clerk will arrange for a presentation by East 
Durham College on the apprenticeship scheme.  
 

EVPC/25/26/196 Request for an Allotment – Charity Spare 10 for Ben 
 
RESOLVED: That the charity Spare 10 for Ben be allocated a half plot at 
Sunderland Road allotments. 
 

EVPC/25/26/197 Probation period to keep a pig on Sunderland Road Allotments 
(EVPC/24/25/182 refers) 
 
RESOLVED: That this item be deferred for 3 months and brought forward 
for review in January 2026. 
 

EVPC/25/26/198 Northumbria in Bloom Competition 2026  
 
RESOLVED: That the Clerk investigate an entry into the 2026 
Northumbria in Bloom competition and report back to Council in 
November. 
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EVPC/25/26/199 Easington Village in Bloom – Request for a donation  
 
RESOLVED: That £250 be donated to Easington Village in Bloom. 
 

EVPC/25/26/200 Cemetery Management – No Dogs 
 
RESOLVED: That the Cemetery Management rules be changed to reflect 
a policy of ‘No Dogs’ with the exception of guide dogs on a lead. 
 

EVPC/25/26/201 Seaton Holme Memorial 
 
RESOLVED: That the Clerk investigate options for a suitable, small 
memorial at Seaton Holme. 
 

EVPC/25/26/202 Easington Village Traffic and Speeding Issues (Cllr Ramshaw) 
 
RESOLVED: That a working group be formed specifically to look at 
speeding and other road traffic issues around Easington Village.  Cllr 
Ramshaw to lead this group and produce its terms of reference. 
 

EVPC/25/26/203 Hazel Solar Farm and Battery Storage Development (Cllr Ramshaw) 
 

Cllr Ramshaw stated that most of what he intended to say had already 
been discussed but he would keep abreast of the situation and report 
back to Council on developments. 
 
RESOLVED: that Cllr Ramshaw update Council at the next meeting. 
 

EVPC/25/26/204 Verbal Report from the Clerk on matters not covered elsewhere. 
 
Budget 2026/27  – Currently waiting on figures from DCC.  Current budget indicates 
overspend at year end in line with that predicted (around £14K) so long as unplanned 
expenditure can be kept to a minimum. 
 
Mid-Term Audit  – As has been the practice in previous years, a mid-term audit will 
take place on Thu 13th November and will be reported back to Council. 
 
Cemetery Workshop roof repairs – have been completed. 
 
Seaton Holme roof repairs – have been completed. 
 
S106 Applications – four S106 applications have been lodged with DCC for new or 
replacement planters, bins and benches, totalling around £20K. 
 
Staff Appraisals – these will be conducted in October 2025. 
 

It was RESOLVED: that the information as received be NOTED. 

 

EVPC/25/26/205 
 

Date and Time of Next Meeting (s) 
 
Ordinary Meeting of Council – Monday 10th November at 1800 hrs 
 
Cemetery & Grounds Committee – Wednesday 19 November at 1100 
hrs. (TBC) 
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All meetings will take place in the Milburn Room, Seaton Holme unless 
otherwise stated.  
 
RESOLVED: that the information given be NOTED. 
 

EVPC/25/26/206 
 

Exclusion of the Press and Public – In accordance with Section 2 of 
the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.  
 
Not required  
 

EVPC/25/26/207 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 2000 Hrs. 
 
Councillors are respectfully reminded that items for inclusion on the 
agenda for the next ordinary meeting must be received by the Clerk in 
writing no later than 1800 hrs on Monday 03 November 2025. 
 

  

 
CERTIFIED TRUE RECORD 

 
Chairman ………………………………………. 

 
Date ……………………………………………. 
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Councillor L Penders DCC 
Councillor H Brown DCC 
Councillor L Taylor DCC 
 


