CREATIVE

Youth Opportunities

Easington Village Parish events & projects proposal 2026
Background

Creative Youth Opportunities is a youth arts organisation based in East Durham. We have been
running since 2014. Our staff are all from the local area with gualifications and experience as
artists and youth workers, Our practice is place-based, based on co-creation and embraces all
aspects of the arts resulting in a wide range of creative outputs.

Our delivery model is project based — we work with children and young people, in groups
(Creative Sparks groups), involving them in the planning, decoration making and the running etc
for planned events. We also work with these groups to develop projects, often with community,
story or intergenerational aspects and outcomes such as murals, carvings, carved benches,
mosaics, books, films etc. We work with children and young people aged 8-12 & 1217 and we
encourage those age 15-19 to become volunteers with us.

How it can work...

We would initially start by establishing a working group (Creative Sparks Group), this would be
achieved by visits to the local primary and high school and promotion on local social media
groups —we would be aiming for a ‘working group’ of 6-12 young people.

The workiﬁg group would develop their own ideas for events and projects and pitch them to the
parish council as well as working to any briefs / ideas set by the parish council.

There would be a series of events (maybe Easter, Summer and Halloween) that the group would
help shape, organise and even staff where appropriate. The young people would be involved in
designing decorations, props and putting forward ideas of what should happen at the events.

They would also look to develop projects that might see them carryout research - this could
include visiting a local care home and speaking with the adults there or utilising the records and
archives or even doing call outs within the community.

Costs of running this group — £120 per session (inclusive of basic materials for the group to plan
their ideas etc) we would usually run the sessions term time, early evening in 6 week blocks, In
our current delivery locations we are supported with free room hire to enable the group to meet,
this can however be covered by funding. Each ‘block’ costs £720 and 6 blocks throughout the
year costs £4320 — we would look to fund this by supporting the writing of a funding bid that the
parish council would submit - this bid would also include some funding towards the events and
projects. Ideally if the parish council is offering some level of match funding (this can be through
room hire donation and/or some seed funding for events and projects) then an application for
funding is looked upon more favourably.



Examples of this work...
Horden Easter event

Young people annually plan an outdoor event in the park, with crafts and an easter trail leading
through the park to the crafts. Plus Easter themed activities eg — egg and spoon race, ‘wellie
wanging’, decorated egg competition.

What they usually include:

e Easter trail with decorations along the trail and an Easter trail quiz... if children
complete, they exchange their completed sheet for a chocolate egg.

e ‘Games’ area —with planned and supervised races and games - eg, egg and spoon,
wellie wanging, bunny hop race, egg toss.

e Crafts—to include a range of themed crafts (5 activities)

e Easter bunny appearances —one of the young people usually dresses up.

e Adecorated egg competition with prizes — a councillor is usually asked to judge

e Golden bunny hunt - can you find them all? (chocolate surprise for those who can)

Horden Halloween Event

Young People annually planned as an outdoor event, building on each previous year with a
Halloween trail, characters, activities (potion making, slime making etc) and crafts

What they usually include:

e Design and planning of the trail

e Craftsonthe band stand x5

e Witchy activities!

e Character appearances

e Photo opportunities

e Halloween trail activity — exchange completed trail sheets for trick or treat sweets
e Spooky storytelling

Seaham Byron and on and on Project

Young people (inspired by a previous history project) helped develop a project idea which CYO
then put forward to Historic Funding. Our application was successful, and the group got to work
on a research project that explored people (other than Byron) who had all had a positive impact
on Seaham. From that they identified 5 women from history who had been pioneers, brave
leaders or made a positive impact on the world. We decided to create wood carvings which are
now fixed into the flower beds in the park as well as asking the community to nominate local
‘heroes’, we created artwork for the Town Hall commemorating them.

Horden Coalfields Art project

The young people took on a research role in this funded project where the brief was set by The
Coalfields Regeneration Trust. The visited Langley House Care home where they sat with the
residents and chatted over cake and cuppas. The gathered the memories of Horden from the
older generation and used them to come up with ideas for the mural that now sits on the side of
the hub house and 10 pieces of art work, co-created with our in-house artists and the young



people - these frames art works are to be hung in each of the 10 coalfields affiliated buildings
across Horden.

Site specific Ideas
Mad Hatters Tea Party Event

Trail and installation of themed decorations, with crafts and a ‘tea party’, picnic areas set up on
grassy areas at the front of Seaton Holme. Plus character appearances/street theatre. We set
the theme, young people would help make decorations, plan the event etc

Witch & Hare Project

The young people would undertake research and decide how they would like to present this,
what they would like to create and how this can become part of the village. This could take the
form of a wood craving to sit outside of Seaton Holme or on the Village Green for example or it
could be in the form of a book or display boards etc.

An afternoon tea served by the young people, with a room decorated and set up by the young
people —they would invite older generations from the community with the purpose of breaking
own barriers and forging relationships.

Stories from the Green Bench project

We would work with people of all ages, the young people would lead this as young researchers
where we would gather the ‘tales’ of how people have used and spent their time at the green
bench over the years. Allowing for reminiscing and maybe forging some understanding along the
way, the tales from the Green Bench could then become an exhibition or a piece of art work that
the village can keep.

Funding

A potential source of funding could be The National Lottery Community Fund (TNLCF) which
can award up to £20,000 for 2 years of running the group and for the cost of events and projects
they might plan. Creative Youth Opportunities can help with the application process. Other
potential funders could include Heritage lottery for a heritage based projects and Point North.



