
 

Mr Paul Moore MSc 
Clerk to the Council 
Easington Village Parish Council 
Seaton Holme 
Hall Walks 
Easington Village 
County Durham 
SR8 3BS 
Tel: 0191 5279360 
Mob: 07566275618 
Email: clerk@easingtonvillageparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 
VAT Registration Number 605 3222 83 
 
 

 
          06 May 2026 
To: All Easington Village Parish Councillors, 
 
You are summoned to attend an ordinary meeting of Easington Village Parish Council to be held on 
Monday 11TH May 2026 in the Liddell Room at Seaton Holme commencing at 1830 Hrs. 
 
Paul Moore 

 
Clerk to Council 
 
AGENDA 
 
1 Exclusion of Press and Public:  The Council is requested to RESOLVE that in accordance 

with Section 2 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be 
excluded from the meeting for the item of business (Agenda item 22) by reason of the 
confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
 

2 Apologies for Absence - to consider for approval. 
 

3 Declarations of Interest - to note any declarations of interest of items on the agenda by 
Members in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 and the Council’s Code of Conduct. 
 

4 Public Participation – to receive any representations or questions from members of the 
public in accordance with Standing Order 3 (e-g). (Members of the public are invited to address 
the Parish Council on matters relating to the Agenda for up to 3 minutes per person during the public 
participation period which is not to exceed 15 minutes in total) 
 

5 Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 13 April 2026 – to consider for approval. 
 

6 Durham Police Report (Easington PCSO’s) – to receive the report of April / May 2026. 
 

7 Report from Durham County Councillors – to receive any report. 
 

8 Member Reports - Attendance at Meetings and Events on behalf of the Parish Council – to 
receive any reports. 
 

9 EVPC Internal Audit Annual Report 2025/26 – to consider for approval. 
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10 EVPC RFO Report of the Effectiveness of Internal Control – to consider for approval. 

 
11 EVPC Annual Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2026 – to consider for approval. 

 
12 EVPC Annual Governance Statement 2025-26 – to consider for approval. 

 
13 EVPC Asset Register 2025/26 – to consider for approval 

 
14 Notice of Appointment of Date for the Exercise of Public Rights – to consider for 

approval. 
 
Date of announcement: Friday 29 May 2026 
 
Inspection Period: Wednesday 03 June 2026 to Tuesday 14 July 2026 

 
15 EVPC Monthly Financial Report - April 2026 - to consider for approval.  

 
i. Bank Balance Report at 30/04/2026 
ii. Bank Transfer Report to 30/04/2026 
iii. Expenditure Report to 30/04/2026 
iv. Income Report to 30/04/2026 
 

16 Monthly Cash & Bank Reconciliation.  A Councillor is requested to complete a cash and 
bank reconciliation during the week of 11-15 May 2026. 
 

17 Planning Applications 
a. Planning Applications – Planning Weekly Lists April/May 26 
b. Planning Decisions – None to report 
c. Planning Refusals – None to report. 
d. Planning Applications Withdrawn – None to report 
e. Planning Appeals / Objections – None to report 
f. Other Planning Matters: 
 

18 Seaton Holme Future Repairs & Highways – To form working groups – to consider for 
approval 
 

19 Staff Annual Leave Policy & Procedures (Revision) – to consider for approval 
 

20 Report of Clerk – to receive a verbal update on items of interest to Council not covered 
elsewhere. 
 

21 Date, Time, and Venue of the Next Meeting – Monday 08 June 2026 at 1800 Hrs 
 

22 Exclusion of Press and Public- in accordance with Section 2 of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. 
 

 To:  
All Members - Easington Village Parish Council 
 
Cc:    
Durham County Councillors: 
Cllr Louise Penders DCC  
Cllr Howard Brown DCC 
Cllr Louise Taylor DCC 
EVPC Website  
Public Notice Board 
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ORDINARY MEETING OF EASINGTON VILLAGE PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD AT 1800 Hrs ON MONDAY 13th April 2026 
 
Present: Cllr W Day (Chair) 

Cllr J Lee (Vice Chair) 
Cllr J Ramshaw 
Cllr A Lumsden 
Cllr S Gibbins 
Cllr R Godfrey 
Cllr N Fenwick 
 

Staff: Mr P Moore (Clerk to Council) 
 

In Attendance: Cllr L Penders DCC 
Cllr H Brown DCC 

  
EVPC/25/26/289 Exclusion of Press and Public  

 
The Council RESOLVED that in accordance with Section 2 of the 
Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and 
public may be excluded from the meeting for any item of business to 
be transacted by reason of the confidential nature. 
 

EVPC 25/26/290 
 

Apologies for Absence  
 
Cllr A Dent 
Cllr L Taylor DCC 
Mrs H Hall (Deputy Clerk) 
 

EVPC 25/26/291 Declarations of Interest by members on items on the Agenda. 
 
None  
 

EVPC 25/26/292 Public Participation 
 
None 
 

EVPC/25/26/293 Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Easington Village Parish 
Council held on Monday 09 March 2026 
 
RESOLVED: That the minutes be confirmed as an approved and 
correct record, and as such were signed by the Chair. 

  

EVPC/25/26/294 Minutes of the Events Management Committee Meeting held on 
Monday 09 March 2026 
 
RESOLVED: That the minutes be confirmed as an approved and 
correct record, and as such were signed by the Chair. 

  

EVPC/25/26/295 
 

Durham Police Report (Easington PCSO’s) 
 

Easington Village Crime statistics and Anti -Social behaviour 
incidents from the 9th March 2026 to 7th April 2026 
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Burglary- 0 
 
Theft and Handling – 0 
 
ASB – 2 
 
Personal – 1 

• 20/03/2026 – Merrick House – Resident screaming and 

shouting, staff managed to get resident to calm down without 

police help. 

Nuisance- 1 

• 28/03/2026 – Seaside Lane – Quad bike on green. 

Environmental – 0 
 
Criminal Damage – 1 

• 17/03/2026 – The Grange – damage to property door and 

letter box. 

There have been reports of opportunists trying home/ car door 
handles in and around Easington Village. Easington neighbourhood 
police team will make efforts to safeguard those that could have been 
affected by providing advice as well as reassurance. 
 
The next PACT meeting will be held on Wednesday 06th May 2026 at 
6pm at The Parish Rooms, Crawlaw Road, Easington SR8 3LP.   
 
Note:  PACT meetings are held for both the Colliery and the Village. 
PACT meetings are primarily for Police issues, and at this time are 
not joint meetings held with our local county councillor. 
 
The next Drop-in session/Cuppa with a Copper will be held on 
Thursday 07th May at Seaton Holme 2pm to 3pm. 
 
RESOLVED: That the information received is noted and accepted 
and that the Neighbourhood PCSO’s and Neighbourhood Wardens 
be invited to future meetings. 

  

EVPC/25/26/296 
 

Report from Durham County Councillors 
 
Cllr Brown DCC gave a verbal report on DCC and local issues 
including: 
 

1) Food waste bins: 
 
These will be coming to our area in the summer – Residents will have 3 main 
bins 

• dry recyclable materials (plastic, metal, glass, paper and card) 
• food waste 
• non-recyclable general waste (also called residual waste)  
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• Please put paper towels, blue roll and any soft plastic packaging such as cling 
film and crisp packets in the general waste bin. 

• Greasy, used pizza boxes should always go in the general waste bin. 
The current glass bottle bins should be left behind for residents use – BUT 
they are not. 

2) HMOs – Article 4 
 
Comes into force in August 17th 
 
A House in Multiple Occupation (HMO) is defined as a building or flat in which 
three or more people live, forming two or more households, and share basic 
amenities, such as a bathroom, toilet, or cooking facilities. Under planning 
rules, dwelling houses occupied by people living together as a single 
household (Use Class C3) can change to a small HMO with between three 
and six residents (Use Class C4) without the need for planning permission. 
This is referred to as ‘permitted development.’ 
Where local authorities consider that there is a local need to control the 
spread of HMOs, they can remove permitted development rights through a 
mechanism called an Article 4 Direction.  
In light of evidence, the number of HMOs has increased outside of the 
existing Durham City Article 4 areas, the council has taken forward a further 
Article 4 to remove permitted development rights across the remainder of the 
county.  This will come into effect on 17 August 2026.  

A planning policy is now required for HMOs outside of the Durham City Article 
4 areas.  Consultation will be undertaken on the interim HMO policy from 25 
March 2026 to 5 May 2026.  
 

3) Cockerel Gate 
 
Our policy on banning Cockerels from allotments is causing a lot of 
noise/friction.  We are reviewing the that aspect of the Allotment Policy 
 

4) Durham Bus Station 
 
Plastic Cladding – Cost us a fortune.  Tarmac subsiding – may get money back 
on this 

 

EVPC/25/26/297 
 

Member Reports – Attendance at meetings and events on behalf 
of the Parish Council  
 
None 
 

EVPC/25/26/298 
 

Financial Monthly Report – March 2026 
 
Bank Balance Report at 32/03/26 
 
RESOLVED: that the Bank Balance Report be APPROVED 
 
Bank Transfer Report to 31/03/26 
 
RESOLVED: that the Bank Transfer Report be APPROVED 
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Expenditure Report to 31/03/26 
 
RESOLVED: that the Expenditure Report be APPROVED. 
 
Income Report to 31/03/26 
 
RESOLVED: that the Income Report be APPROVED. 

  

EVPC/25/26/299 Appointment of Internal Auditor for Financial Year 2026/27 – Mr 
Gordon Fletcher 
 
RESOLVED: that Mr Gordon Fletcher be appointed as Internal 
Auditor for the financial year 2026/27 
 

EVPC/25/26/300 
 

End of Year  2025-26 Internal Audit 
 
RESOLVED: Approved and noted. 
 

EVPC/25/26/301 
 

Request for a donation – Easington Village Brownies 
 
RESOLVED: that the request for a donation be approved and £130 
be allocated to this. 
 

EVPC/25/26/302 
 

Monthly Cash & Bank Reconciliation 
 
RESOLVED: that Cllr Fenwick would make a reconciliation of cash 
and bank during the week of 13-17 April. 
 

EVPC/25/26/303 Planning Applications  
 

a. Planning Applications 
 

Weekly list 12 March 2026 – DM/26/00397/VOC 
Land west of Aireville, Loaning Burn, SR8 3TX 
 
RESOLVED: No objection or comment 

 
Weekly list 26 March 2026 – DM/26/00729/OUT 
 Land to north of 14 Shakespeare Terrace, SR8 3DT 
 
RESOLVED: Object on the basis that the site is well known to be damp.  Request 
reassurance that these concerns will be mitigated. 

 

b. Planning Decisions – None to consider 
c. Planning Refusals - None to consider 
d. Planning Applications Withdrawn – None to consider 
e. Planning Appeals / Objections – None to consider 
f. Other Planning Matters 

 
Delegated Authority List 27 March 2026 – DM/25/00669/FPA Garden House, 
Rectory Farm, Hall Walks, SR8 3BS 
 
RESOLVED: No objection or comment 

 

RESOLVED: That this information be received and noted. 
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EVPC/25/26/304 Verbal Report from the Clerk on matters not covered elsewhere. 

 
1. All Cllrs have received an IT upgrade to Office 365 Basic which includes 

Word / Excel/One Drive / Teams etc.  This will allow greater flexibility and 
most importantly, the opportunity for remote meetings using Teams.  This 
may prevent meetings having to be postponed or being inquorate at short 
notice. 

2. Cemetery & Grounds meeting today (13 April) was inquorate and has been 
re-scheduled to Monday 18 May 26. 

3. Village in Bloom walk about on Wed 15 April 26. 
4. ADT are fitting extra security measures within Seaton Holme Wed 15-Fri 

17 April. 
5. All S106 items (Bins, Benches and Planters) have now been received and 

will be sited shortly. 
6. A formal complaint to DCC submitted on 12 March 2026 has not been 

responded to.  A hastener has been sent. 
7. A Freedom of Information request sent to DCC on 12 March 26 has been 

responded to in a letter which tells the Chair of this Council to write to 
himself.  This is a very disappointing reply from DCC. 

 

It was RESOLVED: that the information as received be NOTED 
 

EVPC/25/26/305 
 

Date and Time of Next Meeting (s) 
 
Annual Electors Meeting 2026 - Monday 11 May 2026 at 1800 Hrs. 

• Burn Room 

 
Annual Meeting of Council 2026 – Monday 11 May 2026 at 1815 Hrs 

• Burn Room 

 
Council Ordinary Meeting - Monday 11 May 2026 at 1830 Hrs. 

• Burn Room 

 
Cemetery & Grounds Committee Meeting – Monday 18 May 2026 at 
1100 Hrs 
 
Events Management Committee Meeting – Monday 18 May 2026 at 
1700 Hrs 
 
All Council meetings will take place in the Milburn Room, Seaton 
Holme unless otherwise stated (*) 
 
RESOLVED: that the information given be NOTED. 
 

EVPC/25/26/306 
 

Exclusion of the Press and Public – In accordance with Section 2 
of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.  
 
None 
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CERTIFIED TRUE RECORD 

 
Chairman ………………………………………. 

 
Date ……………………………………………. 

 
 
Distribution / Publication: 
All Easington Village Parish Councillors 
EVPC Website 
Councillor L Penders DCC 
Councillor H Brown DCC 
Councillor L Taylor DCC 



     
 

 

INTERNAL AUDIT ANNUAL REPORT 
 
 

Easington Parish Council  
 

2025/26 AUDIT  
 
 
 

Assurance level: Full Assurance 

Report status: Draft Report 

Date: 5th May 2026 

Prepared by: Gordon Fletcher, Internal 
Auditor 

Issued to: Paul Moore, Parish Clerk 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     CONFIDENTIAL       
 
 
 
 



     INTRODUCTION 
1. In accordance with the agreed Internal Audit Plan, I have carried out a review of Easington 

Village Parish Council Internal Controls for 2025/26.  The review involved a visit to Seaton 
Holme, Easington Village, on 30th April 2026 and from home on 29th April 2026 and 1st May 2026.   
An interim audit was also carried out on 17th November 2025 

 
2. In carrying out the audit, the time and assistance afforded by the Parish Clerk, was greatly 

appreciated. 
 
     OBJECTIVES OF THE REVIEW 
3. The overall objective of my review is to provide a risk based assessment of the systems in place 

in order to form an opinion as to whether they are robust and provide an adequate basis for 
effective control, as specified in the AGAR were to ensure that; 

• Payroll procedures are operating as expected. 

•  Creditor payments are authorised and that internal controls can be relied upon. 

• There are adequate internal controls for the debtors system. 

•  Income collection procedures and banking arrangements are adequate. 

• Assets register is maintained and is up to date. 

•     The agreed budget is accurately shown in the accounts and monitored. 

• The tendering process is followed.  

• Section 137 payments (donations) are properly recorded. (if any) 

•    Risk management arrangements are satisfactory. 

•  Governance arrangements 
 

     SCOPE OF THE WORK CARRIED OUT 
4. The review is carried out by Gordon Fletcher, who is contracted to provide an Internal Audit 

Service for Easington Village Parish Council. 
 
5.  The scope of the work covers all the areas within the Internal Audit section of the AGAR for 

Parish Councils, with compliance and substantial testing carried out. 
 
6. The report is intended to present to the Parish Clerk the observations and conclusions of the 

audit. Wherever possible the observations and any recommendations have been discussed with 
the Parish Clerk and his views considered. 

 
      SUMMARY OF THE WORK 
7.   PAYROLL  
7.1.  Durham County Council (DCC) have entered into a service level agreement in which the Parish 

Council set up a BACS systems where staff are paid directly from the Parish Council’s current 
account.  Any changes to the normal payroll information are notified by the Clerk to DCC payroll 
department. 

  
7.2. The Council has 7 permanent employees who complete timesheets which are signed by the 

employee and authorised by the Parish Clerk. (Parish Clerk’s is authorised by the Chair). The 
internal controls of the payroll system allow reliance to be placed on them, and all timesheets 
examined for the year had been properly completed with correct payments made.   

    
8. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 
8.1.  Following discussions with the Parish Clerk it was agreed that a 6 monthly detailed review of 

accounts Payable was carried out, this was reported on 19th November 2025 where it was 
found that “the system for paying invoices set up by the Parish Clerk is satisfactory for the size 
of the Council”.  This audit included detailed checks on the payment of accounts between April 
to September 2025.   
 

  
8.2. This current audit, I will carry out compliance tests to confirm that the internal controls are still 

working between October 2025 to March 2026 (FD ref no 6404 to 6846). 
 

8.3.    All invoices for payments for goods and services checked confirmed that good internal controls 
and separation of duties were being applied regarding the payment of accounts. There were no 



queries.   
 
9.    PETTY CASH 
9.1  The petty cash system was examined during the interim audit, and proper procedures were being 
 carried out with receipts obtained for all expenditure.  Petty cash check was carried out on 17th 
 November 2025 which showed the amount held (£92.75) was correct to the records Internal 
 Controls were satisfactory. 

 
10.   INCOME COLLECTION AND BANKING ARRANGEMENTS  
10.1  Following discussions with the Parish Clerk it was agreed that a 6 monthly detailed review of 

income  collection and banking arrangements would be carried out.  This took place on 17th 
November 2025  and reported on 19th November 2025 where it was found all expected income 
had been received and banked. This included detailed checks on the income collected and 
banked between April and September 2025 

    
10.2.,Therefore this current audit I carried out compliance tests to ensure that the internal controls 
 are still working between October 2025 to March 2026.  A receipt is completed for all income 
 collected and a Sales invoice detail sheet records the EV number for inputting into Rialtus, which 
is  shown on the List of receipts paid report.  The receipt numbers checked were 2186 to 2771. 
 
10.3. The Council has three bank accounts, a Current Bank Account which shows most of the income 

paid in and payments out, and the Hi Business Premium account which holds the main balance of 
the Council’s monies and automatically tops up the Business Bank Account when required. A 
PSDF accounts for holding large amounts. 

 
11.    ASSET REGISTER 
11.1.  The Asset Register is updated during the year when an asset is bought or disposed of and is  

completed in accordance with the Governance and Accountability for Local Councils - A 
practitioners' guide. The Asset Register is reviewed and reported every year with the approval of 
the annual accounts.   

  
12.   BUDGETARY CONTROL ARRANGEMENTS 
12.1.  income and expenditure budgets had been properly compiled and are used to set the precept for 

the following year, which is reported to Members.  
 
12.2.  Budget monitoring is carried out through the Detailed Income and Expenditure reports by budget 

heading, which are reported monthly to Members throughout the year. 
 
12.3  A Medium-Term Financial Plan (5 years) is considered every year regarding repairs, replacement 

and Maintenance programme for Seaton Holme, Administration and Plant and Machinery. The 
Council does not have a Corporate Plan as there is little scope for other planned 
projects/schemes within the Parish, apart from activities at Seaton Holme where room hire is 
charged.  

 
12.4.  The Council holds a satisfactory amount of allocated and unallocated reserves.   
 
12.5. The setting of the budget and precept for 2025/26 was initially discussed in December and 

January by the Budget Sub Committee, and agreed by Full Council on 12th January 2026 
 
.13.   TENDERING PROCEDURE 
13.1.  There is a tendering procedure (including quotes) in place which is satisfactory by ensuring that 

at least 3 appropriate tenders/quotes are approached and there are several Members present at 
the time of opening of the tenders/quotes. 

14. SECTION 137 PAYMENTS 
14.1 . The Council does not record any Section 137 payments as they have General Power of 

Competence  and any donations are approved in the minutes.  
 
15.   RISK REGISTER  
15.1.  The Council’s Corporate Risk Assessment is reviewed and approved with the statement of 

accounts Council meeting every year.  



 
16 GOVERNANCE ARRANGEMENTS 
16.1.  Good Governance arrangements and Internal Control requires good policies and procedures in 

place, the Parish Clerk has a checklist to ensure that these are in place and reviewed when 
required. 

 
16.2. In accordance with the Accounts and Audit regulations 2015, an Effectiveness of Internal Control 

Arrangements report, for 2024/25 had been completed and was submitted by the Parish Clerk at 
the 12th May 2025 Council meeting, which covers Internal Audit, Internal Control and Risk 
Management. The report on internal control for 2025/26 is to be completed and submitted with 
the statement of accounts in May 2026 

 
16.3. Financial Regulations, Standing Orders and Risk Assessments are reviewed every year at the 

Councils annual meeting. (12th May 2025), along with agreeing that the Council meets the 
requirements for the General Power of Competence. 

 
16.4. The Council approves the annual accounts every year along with the Annual Governance 

Statement, and asset register - last year this was completed at the ordinary meeting on 12th May 
2025 

 
16.5.  Exercise of Public rights was dated 2nd June 2025 with the inspection dates between 3rd June to 

14th July 2025 and placed on the Council’s website.  
 
16.6   I am satisfied that the Council has met the criteria for Assertion 10 with good policies in place an 

up to date website and the Council having a .gov.uk email address.  
 
17.   Other 
17.1.  Back up of the finance system is through the ”cloud”, and Rialtus back up system 
      
      OBSERVATIONS, RISKS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
18.   My observations together with the associated risks are detailed in the action plan accompanying 

this report, if required.  For each area where an observation is made, a recommendation and 
priority for action is attached. 

 
19.    I have categorised the importance of my recommendations as follows: 

• Critical – A control weakness that may have a significant impact upon the achievement of, 
not only the system objectives, but also the organisation’s objectives 

• High – A control weakness that may have a significant impact upon the achievement of the 
system objectives 

• Medium – A control weakness that may have an impact upon the achievement of the 
system objectives 

• Low – A control weakness that does not impact upon the achievement of the system 
objectives, however, the implementation of which would improve overall control 

 
20. My review has highlighted 0 issues on the internal controls of the Council. 
 
 AUDIT ASSURANCE LEVEL   
21. Based upon the above issue and the potential impact of the observation made, I can provide 

Full Assurance on the internal controls for 2025/26 This level of assurance is one of five 
possible levels which are shown in the table below.  

 
Level of Assurance Definition 

Full Assurance There is a sound system of controls in place and those controls 
are consistently applied and are fully effective. Control objectives 
are fully met. 

Substantial Assurance There is a sound system of control in place but some of the 
controls are not consistently applied or fully effective. Control 
objectives are largely achieved. 

Moderate Assurance There is basically a sound system of control in place, but there 
are weaknesses and evidence of non-compliance with or 



ineffective controls. Control objectives are often achieved. 

Limited Assurance The system of control is weak and there is evidence of 
non-compliance with controls that do exist. Control objectives 
are sometimes achieved. 

No Assurance There is no system of control in place and control objectives are 
rarely or never achieved. 

  
22.  As discussed with the Parish Clerk it is recommended that additional assurances on the 

Councils Internal Controls are carried out on Accounts Payable and Income collection and 
banking procedures in October 2026 

 

 
Gordon Fletcher, 

Internal Auditor to the Parish Council 

Date: 5th May 2026 














































































