
Mr Paul Moore MSc 
Clerk to the Council 
Easington Village Parish Council 
Seaton Holme, Hall Walks 
Easington Village 
Peterlee, Co. Durham 
SR8 3BS 
 
Tel: 0191 5279360 
Email: clerk@easingtonvillageparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 
VAT Registration No 605 3222 83        

         02 September 2026 

 

            

To Councillors:  
 

Cllr J Lee (Chair), Cllr W Day, Cllr A Lumsden, Cllr A Dent, Cllr J Ramshaw, 
Mr Richardson, (for Cemetery Superintendent) & Mrs H Hall (Deputy Clerk) 
 
THE CEMETERY AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE will meet on MONDAY 07 
September 2026 at 1100 Hrs in the Milburn Room.  
 

Paul Moore 

 
Clerk to the Council 
 
 

Copy to:    
 

EVPC Councillors 
Village Notice Board 
Parish Council Website 
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EASINGTON VILLAGE PARISH COUNCIL 
 
CEMETERY AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE  
 

Agenda 
 
1 Exclusion of Press and Public 

 
The Council is asked to RESOLVE that in accordance with Section 2 of the Public Bodies (Admission 
to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public may be excluded from the meeting for any item on the 
agenda by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 
2 Apologies for Absence – to consider for approval. 

 
3 Declarations of Interest – to note any declarations of interest in accordance with the 

Localism Act 2011 and the Council’s Code of Conduct. 
 

4 Public Participation – to receive any representations or questions from members of the 

public in accordance with Standing Order 3 (e-g).  (Members of the public are invited to address the 
Cemetery & Grounds Sub Committee on matters relating to the Agenda for up to 3 minutes per 
person during the public participation period which is not to exceed 15 minutes in total) 

 
5 Minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday 06th July 2026 – (Previously 

ratified at Council on Mon 13 July 2026) 

 
6 Play Equipment Inspection Report – to consider Play Inspection Reports to August 

2026. (Note – electronic format only due to size of document) 

 
7 Allotment Report – (Deputy Clerk) - to consider for approval. 

 
8 Allotment Review (Spare 10 for Ben) – to consider for approval 

 
9 Cemetery Report – (Mr Richardson) to consider for approval. 

 
10 Cemetery Fees Review 2027 – 2028 – to review and set Cemetery Fees for 2027-28 

 
11 Thorpe Road Playing Field – to consider for approval 

 
12 HM Prison & Probation Service Community Placement Scheme – to consider 

for approval 

 
13 Report from the Clerk on any further cemetery or grounds issues – for 

information. 

 
14 Date and time of next meeting – Monday 02 November 2026 at 1100 Hrs in the Milburn 

Room. 

 
15 Exclusion of Press and Public- in accordance with Section 2 of the Public Bodies 

(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. 
 

16 None notified. 
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EASINGTON VILLAGE PARISH COUNCIL  
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SEPTEMBER 2026 
 

AGENDA ITEM  

Review - Allotment Plot – Charity Spare 10 for Ben  

Background: 

Spare 10 for Ben is a local charity based in Seaton Holme that provides awareness, 

care and support to people from all walks of life who are experiencing mental health 

difficulties or have been through some form of trauma. 

It is well known that gardening offers numerous mental health benefits, including: 

Stress Reduction: Engaging in gardening activities can significantly lower stress levels and promote 

relaxation.  

Mood Improvement: Gardening acts as a natural mood booster, helping to alleviate feelings of 

anxiety and depression.  

Cognitive Stimulation: The tasks involved in gardening can enhance brain function and improve 

focus and concentration.  

Social Integration: Gardening can foster social connections and strengthen bonds with others, 

contributing to a sense of community.  

Mindfulness and Acceptance: It encourages mindfulness and acceptance, helping individuals to be 

present and appreciate their surroundings.  

These benefits highlight how gardening can be a powerful tool for enhancing mental 

and physical well-being.   

EVPC granted Spare 10 for Ben an allotment plot in September 2025 at no charge.   

Since then, the charity made a significant improvement on the plot and have a 

growing group of service users who are now keen and avid gardeners. 

Proposal:  That Council consider continuing the current arrangement by allocating 

one full plot to the charity Spare 10 for Ben, free of charge, to be managed as a 

group for the purpose of improving mental health.   

To be reviewed in September 2027. 
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HM Prison & Probation Service Community Placement Scheme (CPS) 

Background:  HM Prison & Probation Service operate a Community Placement 

Scheme where low risk offenders who have been served Community Orders are 

rehabilitated into the community by serving the time of their order by conducting work 

and skills based training, and work that has a benefit in the community.  The CPS 

scheme is operating Nationally and across County Durham. 

This serves two purposes:  Firstly, to rehabilitate the offender and reduce the risk of 

re-offending, and secondly so that residents see, and feel the benefit of the work of 

those who have committed low level crimes within the community.  

In general, a CPS group would be one supervisor plus a team of 6 or 7 offenders.  

They come fully trained, suitably dressed and equipped, and need little in the way of 

support other than access to welfare facilities.   

Consumables ie. paint / brushes etc are to be provided by EVPC.  Local tractor / 

trailer support may be required for some tasks and will therefore require EVPC 

groundsmen to engage with the CPS Supervisor and team.  The hours of work are 

0900 – 1500 hrs.   

A recent visit to Easington Village identified a number of small projects that are 

suitable for a CPS group.  Some examples are: 

The Garth – cutting back the hedges / bushes to open it up and make the footpath 

feel lighter / safer for pedestrians. (If approved – this will be the first task starting on Friday 

11 September 2026) 

The Form Seat – Repaint the Form Seat and all railings.  Renovate / improve the 

immediate area. 

Cemetery – All edging around footpaths.  Trimming hedges and trees.  Repaint all 

gates and railings. 

Seaton Holme – Renovate and repaint the coal tub and the ‘Seaton Holme’ wall.  

Allotments – Renovate / repaint ISO container 

 

Decision Required:  That Council approve the engagement with the Community 

Placement Scheme and review the arrangement in 6 months. 

 


